
 

NIAA Grants Committee 2011 Round 2 
Wednesday 23 November 2011 at 10.30 am 

in the 6th Floor Meeting Room – Churchill House 
 
 
Members: 
Prof D Lambert (Leicester)  Chair 
Dr P Clyburn (Cardiff)   Representing AAGBI 
Dr R Gill (Southampton)   Representing ACTA 
Mr D Hepworth    Lay Member, PLG, RCoA 
Dr S Howell (Leeds)   Representing BJA/RCoA 
Dr I Moppett (Nottingham)  Representing BJA/RCoA 
Dr M Nathanson (Nottingham)  Representing Anaesthesia 
 
In attendance: 
Miss C Bunnell     NIAA Administrator 
 
 
 

M I N U T E S 
 
 
2011/R2/01 WELCOME 
The Chair welcomed committee members to the meeting. 
 
2011/R2/02 APOLOGIES 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
2011/R2/03 DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
Committee members were reminded to declare any conflicts of interest. 
 
2011/R2/04  CONSIDERATION OF BJA/RCoA PhD STUDENTSHIP PRESENTED BY DR IAIN 

MOPPETT AND DR SIMON HOWELL 
 
Seven applications received in total 
A sum of £481,640 was requested 
Three awards made to the value of £215,106 
 
Funded Projects 
 
Prof Jaideep Pandit (Oxford) 
Can the depressive effect of anaesthetics on hypoxic ventilatory responses be explained by action on 
background potassium channels in the carotid body? 
Funded to the requested cost of £74,361 
 
 
 



Prof Fang Gao Smith (Birmingham) 
Neutrophil dysfunction in sepsis and its modification by statin therapy 
Funded to the requested cost of £66,990 
 
ACTION:  BJA Grant Officer to request assurance that the PhD student will be given 

sufficient time to work on the project and that additional clinical work should 
not interfere with this primary aim. 

 
Dr Michael Wilson (London) 
Mechanisms of alveolar macrophage activation during ventilator-induced lung injury 
Funded to the requested cost of £73,755. 
 
 
2011/R2/05  CONSIDERATION OF AAGBI/ANAESTHESIA & BJA/RCoA SMALL PROJECT 

GRANT PRESENTED BY DR PAUL CLYBURN, DR MIKE NATHANSON AND DR 
SIMON HOWELL 

 
Dr Moppet left the room during the discussion of Dr Mills’ application.  
 
Thirteen applications received in total 
A sum of £190,194 was requested 
Five awards were made to the value of £73,749 
 
Dr Robert Dickinson (London) 
Pilot study of xenon neuroprotection in a mouse model of subarachnoid haemorrhage. 
Funded to the requested cost of £14,986. Funded by BJA/RCoA 
 
Dr Benjamin Holst (Cardiff) 
Lipopolysaccharide-induced hypersensitivity to complement component C5a: investigation of its 
contribution to the pathophysiology of sepsis and identification of the signal transduction 
intermediates that regulate it. 
Funded to the requested cost of £14,800. Funded by BJA/RCoA 
 
Dr Gary Mills (Sheffield) 
Protective ventilation during general anaesthesia for open abdominal surgery: a randomized 
controlled trial (PROVHILO) UK arm. 
Funded to the requested cost of £15,000. Funded by Anaesthesia/AAGBI 
 
Dr Kyle Pattinson (Oxford) 
Measurement of spontaneous low frequency oscillations of cerebral haemodynamics in the human 
brain with functional magnetic resonance imaging. 
Funded at a reduced value of £14,000. Funders declined to cover the cost of a computer. Funded by 
Anaesthesia/AAGBI 
 
Dr Mark Rockett (Plymouth) 
The impact of Patient Controlled Analgesia (PCA) use in the emergency department on the 
prevalence of chronic pain at six months following trauma and abdominal pain. 
Funded to the requested cost of £14,963. This award will be designated “The Wiley-Blackwell 
Anaesthesia Research Grant” and funding will be via Anaesthesia/AAGBI. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

20011/R2/06 CONSIDERATION OF ACTA GRANT PRESENTED BY DR RAVI GILL 
 
Four applications received in total 
A sum of £48,793 was requested 
No awards were made. 
 
2011/R2/07 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(i) The lay representative, Mr Hepworth, felt that more guidance was required for applicants on 

how to present their applications, particularly their CVs.  
 
Earlier in the meeting the committee had also observed that a number of promising 
applications had been let down by poor attention to detail. The idea of running workshops 
with a specific focus on writing grant applications had been raised in the past by the NIAA 
Board, and this was mentioned again as a possible way of raising the quality of applications.  

 
(ii) The Chair proposed that the grant application forms belonging to the different specialist 

societies be harmonised. Ideally a new form should be professionally designed, with in-built 
word limits, and could incorporate recommendations to address the points raised by Mr 
Hepworth.  

 
 ACTION: A specification for a common application form to be circulated to specialist 

society members for comment. 
 
(iii) The Chair asked whether there were any plans for the NIAA to run a stand at the AAGBI’s 

Winter Scientific Meeting in January. Mr Hepworth summarised a paper that he had 
submitted to the NIAA Board regarding the NIAA’s presence at events and it was agreed to 
look into this further. 
 
ACTION: Dr Nathanson to contact Dr Clyburn regarding the display of NIAA material 

at the AAGBI Winter Scientific Meeting. 
 


